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Introduction:


This addin is designed to check the spelling of your vb comments and/or vb double-quoted string literals inside your VB6 IDE using a procedure similar to MS-Word without checking the rest 


of the code. The advantage of this Addin over commercially available code spell checkers is 


that it (1) can also check the double-quoted strings inside vb code without checking the rest 


of the code, (2) is free, (3) can supply custom options and a dictionary, (4) comes with free full source code so you can create a version in a foreign language and make enhancements.You are only required to have MS-Word 2000 or MS-Word 97 because this Addins VB code needs the objects they expose. It is also possible to change this code to use MS-Excel in place of MS-Word or completely different objects. Two versions are supplied with a setup.exe and source directory: one for MS-Word 2000 and the other for MS-Word 97. If you know how to spell check in MS-Word this Addin is simple!





Requirements:


*	Win95/9/NT4sp3+/2000 (Not tested on Windows ME - it should work)


*	VB-6. (Easy to port it to VB5 & perhaps vb.NET)





Pictures of the Add-in Screens: ( What you really want to see first !! )





Figure 1: The VB IDE window with the Addin displayed 
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Figure 2: The Add-in selected in the Add-in manager:
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Figure 3: The Add-in with the Spell Check Tab Selected (on startup)


�embed Paint.Picture ���





Figure 4: The Add-in with the Spell Check Tab Selected: (executing)
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Figure 5: The Add-in with the Options Tab Enabled:
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Figure 6: The Add-in with the Help Option Selected:
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Installation/Activation:


This Add-in is installed by Setup.exe which was built by the "Package and Deployment" 


wizard that comes standard with VB6. It can (and should) also be de-installed via the 


control panel. To activate this control you may use the "Add-in Manager (See Figure 2)" as 


normal. You may NOT use the VB Add-in Toolbar Add-in.





How to Use:


Starting/Stopping:


= This add-in is started off the Add-in Menu as displayed in Figure 1. To remove the 


window from your screen press the  "X" button in the windows frame. This only hides the add-in. To restart the add-in just unload & reload it off the add-in menu. The addin always appears on the standard vb EDIT toolbar if visible.





= The quickest way to learn is to understand what each control does...





Spell Check Tab:
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= Select the Range to Check


  Current Procedure: Text in the current procedure


  Current Module:     Text in the current module


  Selected Lines:      Only the lines that are part of the selected text





�embed Paint.Picture ���


= Word that is flagged as misspelled
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= Word in the ChangeTo Text box will be used by the Change/Change All/Add button.


= The list contains suggested words from the dictionary. Clicking on one will change


   the value in the ChangeTo box.
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= Begin Spell Checking with all Options locked in. Once pressed the text changes to Stop.





�embed Paint.Picture ���


= To End Spell Checking which lets you change the options again.
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= Ignores the misspelled word and continues checking
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= Ignores the word now and will continue to Ignore it until STOP is pressed. Like MS-Word it


will NOT change all the occurrences immediately.
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= When pressed the word is added to the dictionary defined in the Options "Add Words to Dictionary" textbox and then its always ignored.
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= When pressed the word is replaced with the value in the Change To text box.
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= When pressed the word is replaced with the value in the Change To text box and if the word


is found again it will automatically be replaced until STOP is pressed. 





Options Tab: 
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= Allows user the choice of checking both comments and string literals, just string literals, or just comments.
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= When checked the value in the "Custom Dictionary" will be ignored.
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= This option is not found in MS-Word. Every character found in this list will be a


character used to break apart words in addition to the space and tab character. The


reason these characters are selected is because in English they are not part of a word. So


you will never see these characters in a misspelled word. For example if "_" is in the list


the text "Hello_World" will be treated as 2 words, but if you remove the character then the


underline is a legal character so then you would get only one character. Other characters may


be used in code that are never part of a word often found in foreign languages. All control characters will never be part of any word regardless.
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= Name of the dictionary where words are added.
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= Name of one Custom dictionary to apply. I didn't code more.





Help Tab:


= My favorite tab. Includes the Help button, build version, and some ToolTipText.





Bugs/Problems/Limitations:


= If you dock the addin and a word is found misspelled you have to click the modules


	boarder to see the word highlighted.


= Some times when you minimize the VB IDE the Add-in won’t minimize the first time. 


	When you restore and minimize again they are fine. This is a VB ToolWindow 


	general problem.


= The "VB Add-in Toolbar" is not supported & you will get an error if you try to execute the 


	Add-in via this feature.


= You dont have a Current Project option because that will make the code too difficult to 


 	easiily change.


= If you have both MS-97 and MS-2000 on your PC you may get Automation Errors 


	in procedure "SpellCheckWord" when you are running the MS-97 version of the 


	Addin and the MS-Word 2000 application at the same time (and vice-versa.)


= The background of the Spell Check Icon itself is always light gray regardless of color scheme


	but all other colors are fine.





Help/Support:


= My email is deangio.pa@netzero.net. Tell me what you think, send questions, report bugs,


If anyone creates an English .NET version, please email it to me including the source.


   


FAQs:


01. Why was this tool developed?	


	Because VB programmers never spell check their comments. It takes too much time to


	cut and paste code into and out of a word processor - especially your string literals.


02. Why is the code free? Where can I get a version in VB5?


	(a) So other programmers can extend it and make versions in foreign languages


	     and VB-5. Hopefully when vb.NET is released someone will convert it and 


	     email it to me.


	(b) Because it provides a real-world example of a decent vb-6 addin for intermediate


	     programmers which is hard to find on the net that is both commented and 


	     contains generic addin routines like one to get the current procedure as a string.


03. How was this tool developed?


	 In VB6sp4 as an Add-in using the standard "Package and Deployment Wizard".


	Also uses the MS-Word 8 or MS-Word 9 object library (both of which are not provided


	because they are required - Unless you change the code to use other objects)


04. What if any security features exists?


	This program does NOT use an INI file. 


	All Registry entries are done by the "Package and Deployment Wizard".


05. Where can I get a version in a Foreign language? 


	One does not exist but the source code is provided - so you can make your own.


06. What were your design goals?


	To keep it simple and avoid any features that would prevent other developers from


	figuring out how to convert it. The error handling is very simple for this reason.


07. Can I use this for VC++


	No. It was not designed for that. Workarounds may exist.





Notes:


This program is freeware and the developer takes no responsibility for any possible damages from using this product in any fashion. What do you want for free ? Please see my other vb6 addin 


on www.vb2themax.com dated in October 1999.


